Penketh South Early Years — Literacy Progression of Knowledge and Skills

Curriculum Autumn Spring Summer
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Key Threshold Concepts

e Print Awareness: Understanding that print carries meaning and can be read.

o Phonological Awareness: Recognising and working with sounds in spoken language.

o Letter-Sound Correspondence: Linking sounds to written letters.
e Mark Making to Writing: Progressing from random marks to controlled, purposeful writing.
e Comprehension: Understanding and discussing stories, events, and information.
e Oral Communication: Developing vocabulary, sentence structure, and conversational skills.

Critical Skills Development Points




e Moving from mark making to controlled letter formation (2—4 years)
e Recognising and naming letters and sounds (3—4 years)

e Blending and segmenting orally (4-5 years)

e Writing own name and simple words (3—5 years)

o Listening to and retelling stories (2—5 years)

o Using talk to organise play and express ideas (3—5 years)

Prerequisite Skills & Knowledge

o Secure attention and listening skills before engaging in story sessions
o Fine motor control for mark making and early writing

e Exposure to a language-rich environment with frequent story sharing
e Understanding of basic routines and turn-taking in conversation

Assessment Criteria

o Engagement with books and stories

e Ability to recognise and name familiar letters and sounds

e Progression from random marks to recognisable letters and words
e Use of spoken language to communicate needs, ideas, and stories
e Ability to listen, respond, and participate in group activities

Application & Planning Notes

e Plan daily story and rhyme sessions to build familiarity and enjoyment

e Provide a range of mark making and writing opportunities across the environment

e Use visual supports, name cards, and labelled resources to reinforce print awareness

e Model and scaffold talk, encouraging children to extend sentences and explain ideas

e Observe and record children’s progress using formative assessment to inform next steps
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